EAKLY

IRONMAKING IN PENNSYLVANIA.

object of the following sketch Is ti> record, in chronological
order and without violence to geographical requirements, the first
steps that were taken in Pennsylvania to make iron, and to show
the extent of the iron interest of the State at the close of the
first century of out national existence* We shall endeavor, first,
to record the beginning of the iron industry in each of the iron-
producing sections of the State; second, to note in detail the intro-
duction of those radical changes in the business of iron and steel
making with which Pennsylvania has been prominently identified;
and, third, to present such statistics of the past and present con-
dition of the iron industry of tihe State as seem to us to be worthy
of preservation. It has not been our purpose to preserve a list of
all the iron enterprises that have existed in the State, if that were
possible; nor to boast of the metallurgical achievements of Penn-
sylvania ironmasters and their workmen; nor to seek the aid of
the geologist and the chemist in describing the iron ores of the
State and the conditions under which they are found. We leave
these features of the history of ironmaking in Pennsylvania to
other hands. The publication of this sketch is believed to be
amply justified by the revived interest in our national annals
which the Centennial itself has created, and by the great promi-
nence of Pennsylvania among the iron-manufacturing States of the
Union. In the development of the iron industry of the nation
Pennsylvania has been in many respects, as will hereafter appear,
the pioneer of all her sisters, while she has long been their honored
leader in contributing to the quantity and variety of American
iron products.
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